THE

COSTUME OF CHINA.

THE LETTERPRESS BY W. BULMER AND CO.
CLEVELAND-ROW, ST. JAMES's.

Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2011 with funding from

Research Library, The Getty Research Institute

http://www.archive.org/details/costumeofchinail@éx

THE

COSTUME OF CHINA,
ILLUSTRATED IN

FORTY-EIGHT COLOURED ENGRAVINGS.

BY

WILLIAM AL EXANDER.

LONDON :
PUBLISHED BY WILLIAM MILLER, ALBEMARLE STREET.

1805.

NN\



: R
)’?&;"'w“ <. the q ‘Q

"EMPEROR of CH?NA
.sA D. M. occ! xcn ;




LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

His Majesty's Libraries, London and Kew.
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.
His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence.
Her Royal Highness the Princess Elizabeth.

A.
Atholl, the Duke of
Almeida, his Excellency the Chevalier
Ainslie, Lord Charles
Apsley, Captain
Arnold, Dr.
Arthur, J.Esq. 2 Copies
Adam, J, W. Esq.
Archer, Edward, Esq.
Ablett,d Esq.
Arch, Messrs 3 Copies
Atkinson, Jasper, Esq.
Alexander, Mr. J.
Amyand,d , Esq.
Akers,d , Esq.
Arteria, Mr. 6 Copies.
Alexander, Mr. T.
Ackerman, Mr.
Atkins, Mr.

B.

Bucclaugh, the Dutchess of
Beauclerk, Lady D.
Blandford, the Marquis of
Bath, the Marquis of
Bathurst, the Earl of
Brooke, Lady

Bayntun, Lady

Buck, Lady

Berry, Sir Edward
Benson, General
Burrard, General
Blomfield, Colonel
Barrow, J. Esq.

Bidwell, J Esq.

Boydell, Messrs.
Brickwood, J. Esq.
Baring, Sir Francis
Baring, H. Esq.

Bedford, Charles, Esq.
Bull, J. Esq.

Bindley,d , Esq.
Bathurst, Rev. Charles
Beckford, W. Esq.
Braithwaite, Daniel, Esq.
Brand, W. Esq.
Budgend , Esq.
Boys, W. Esq
Bromley, Rev. M.
Barnard, F. Esq.
Barnard, B. Esq.
Barclay, R. Esq.
Barvis, Jackson, Esq.
Byrne, VV. Esq.
Bradney, J. Esq.
Bristol, the Library.
Barker, Mrs.

Buhner, W. Esq.
Beaumont, Esq.
Barnes, Rev. H.

Bick, Edmund, Esq.
Baker, G. Esq.
Bannister, J. Esq.
Bishop, Mr.
Braithwaite, Mr.
Booth, Mr.

Blackmore, Mr.

Binns, Mr. 2 Copies.
Bury, Mr.

Bush, Mr.

Blades, Mr.

Byfield and Hawkesworth, Messrs.
Bell and Bradfute, Messrs, 3 Copies.
Becket, Mr. T.

Cockburn, General
Champerowne,d , Esq.
Crewe, John, Esq.
Clark, J. Esq.
Chambers, Lieutenant
Craced , Esq.




Carpenter, Richard, Esq.
Cooper, C. Esq.

Curteis, E. I. Esq.
Caley,0 , Esq.
Chamberlain, John. Esq.
Cruikshank, W. Esq.
Charnock, J. Esq.
Cambridge, OwerEsq.
Clarke, J. Esq.

Clark, Richard, Mr.
Clarke, W. Mr.

Clackar, Mr.

Cadell and Davies, Messrs.

Chambers, Mrs. S.
Colnaghi, Messrs.

Clay and Scriven, Messrs.
Case, Mr.

Cobbett, Mr.

Dundas, Lord
Douglas, Lady
Daniel, Thomas, Esq.
Dalrymple Colonel
Duff', Captain
Drummondd , Esq.
Dickens,0 , Esq.
Dove, H. Esq.
Dorrington, John, Esq.
Dickensongd , Esq.
Duppa, Richard, Esq.
Deacon, James, Esq.
Dundasp , Esq.

Dowdeswell, Thomas, Esq.

Douce, F. Esq.

Derrick, 8 , Esq.

Davis,d , Esq.

Deighton, Mr. 6 Copies.
E.

Essex, Earl of

Egremont, Earl of

Englefield, Sir H. C.

Edwards, B. Esq.

Ellis, C. R. Esq.

Erving, G. Esq.

Edridge, W. Esq.

Edridge, H. Esq.

Eagleton,d , Esq.

Elliott, J. Esq.

Edmonds, William, Esq.

Elgar, W. Es.

Emes, John, Esq.

Edwards, Mr.

Evans, Mr.

Edmonds, Mr.

Escher, Mr.

Ellis, Mr.
Egerton, Mr.

Fitzwilliam, Earl of
Franklin, Governor
Foster, Richard, Esq.
Fitzhugh, W. Esq.
Fitzhugh, Thomas, Esq.
Faukener, Rev. Mr.
Fellowes, Robert, Esq.
Forster, Thomas, Esq.
Forster, Dr.
Fonnereauksq.
Frances, Rev. Charles
Foote, G. T. H. Esq.
Fearnside. Esq.
Ford,d , Esq.
Faden, Mr. 7 Copies.
G.
Grantham, Lady
Greville, the Honorable R. F.
Gower, Admiral Sir Erasmus
Gold, Captain
Gardner, Hery, Esq.
Gostling, G. Esq.
Gordon, Alexander, Esq.
Gordon, , Esq.
Gebhardto , Esq.
Gardiner, Thomas, Esq.
Gregory, R. Esq.
Geisweller, Mr. 2 Copies.
H.
Harberton, Viscount
Harcourt, te Honourable General
Harpur, Sir IL
Hoare, Sir Richard Colt
Hoare, Charles, Esq.
Hallam, Colonel
Holland, Esq.
Hargrave, Captain
Hayter, Captain
Harman, J. Esq. 2 Copies.
Humpbhries, Ozias, Esq.
Haliburton, , Esq.
Hearne, T. Esq.
Humble, John, Esq. Copies.
Hollingworth, F. Esq.
Hay, T. Esq.
Harrison,G. Esq.
Home, E. Esq.
Hughes, Mr. R.
Hughes, Mr.'
Haggard,\Ir.
Heidinger, Mr.




Hooke, Mr.
Howarth, Mr.
Harris, Mr. R.
Hicks, Mr. J.
Henckell, G. Esq.
Henderson, Mr.
Howlett, Mr. B.

l.
Irby, the Honorable W. H,
Johnes, Colonel
Jourdan, Majo
Ibbetson, , Esq.
Jackson, W. Esq.
Johnstone, Esq.
Josi, C, Esq.
Jenyns Rev. G.
Johnstone, Dr,
Jeffery, Mr.
Jones, Mr.
Jefferies, Mr. 3 Copies.

K.

Kerry, Earl of
Kerr, Lord Mark
Knight, W. Esq.
Kershaw, T. Esq.

Lucas, Lady

Lascelles, Hoarable Mr.
Lloyd, Brigadier General
Long, Rev. William
Locker, E. H. Esq,
Locker, J. Esq.

Lynch, P. Esq.

Long, VV. Esq.

Laporte, J. Esq.
Landseer, Mr. J.

Le Mesurier, Rev. Thomas.

Lowry, Mr. W.

Lamprey, Mr. S.

Law, Mr.

Lowe, Mr.

Leigh and Sdteby, Messrs.

M.

Macartney, Earl
Macclesfield, the Earl of
Malmesbury, Lord

Mill man, Sir Francis
Morshead, Sir John
Musgrave, Sir John
Macleod, Colonel
Maclean, Captain
Maxwell, Atcheson, Esq.
Maynard, Thomas, Esq.

Meynell, Mrs.
Meheux,0 , Esq.
Mill, James, Esq.
Mitford, & , Esq.
Musgraveg , Esq.
Monro, Dr.
Mathison,d , Esq. 2 Copies.
Magniac,0 , Esq.
Meyler, & , Esq.
Medland, T. Mr.
Morrison, Mr. ,
Mascall, Mr.
Martin, Mr.
Manners and Miller, Messrs,
Meyer, Mr.

N.
Nicolai, F. Esq.
Newberry, Francis, Esq.
Nash,0 , Esq.

0.
Ossory, Earl of Upper
Ommaney, Captain.
Ommaney, F. M. Esq.
O'Brien, Captain.
Oakley, B. Esq.

P.
Pembroke, the Countess of
Peachey, John, Esq.
Parish, Captain.
Phipps, Captain.
Pennant, Thomas, Esq.
Paker, Mrs. C.
Pollock, William, Esq.
Pigou,0 & , Esq.
Palmer, J. S. Esq.
Parish, W. Esq.
Power,0 , Esq.
Pankhurstd , Esq.
Power,Mr. Alexander.
Powel, Rev. G,
Petre, Mrs. John.
Phillips, Mr.
Parker, Eliz, and Co.
Powel, Mr. J.
Payne, Mr.
Pauncy, Mr.

R.
Roxburgh, the Duke of
Rushout, the Honorable Miss
Rainsford, General
Ramsey, Colonel
Roupell, G. B. Esq.
Ranking, G. Esq.




Reed, I. Esq.
Russell, Edward Esq.
Roberts, Rev. Mr. A.
Rivers, . Esq.
Ridley, Mr.
Rivington, Messts.
Rile)', Mr. John.
RobertsMr. W.
Richardson,\Ir.
Robinsons, Messrs.
Richards, Mr.

S.
Spencer, Earl
Stalremberg, His Excellency Count
Stuart, Honorablrs. C.
Staunton, Sir George
Smith, Sir John
Sutton, Sir R.
Stephens, Sir Philip
Stibbert, Gearal
Smith, General
Stanley, Colonel
Salisbury, Captain
Stainforth, G. Esq.
Sparrow, R. Esq.
Sparrow, Rev. B.
Seager, S. P. Esq.
Seager, H. Esq.
StevensG. Esq.
Stonard, Rev. Mr.
Sheldon, W. Esq.
Sloane, Hans, Esq.
Sastresp , Esq.
Sullivan,J. Esq.
Sullivan, R. Esq.
Stacey, Flint, Esq.
Smith, L. H. Esq.
Smith, H. Esq.
Shiells, Rev. R.
Simmons, Dr.
Stennitt, T. Esq.
Smith, C. Esq. 4 Copies.
Storie, Rev. G. H.
Sharpe, Mr. 2 Copies.
Speare, Mr.
Sewel, Mr.
Smith, Rev. John
Stockdag, Mr.
Seeley, Mr.
Staunton, Mr.
T.
Trevor, Hon. J.
Twisden, Sir John.
Turner, General

Thellussong , Esq.
Trelawney, Captain
Thomas, H. L. Esq.
Tighe,d , Esq.
Tilden, J. Esq.

Tilt, Rev. W.

Trott, d , Esq.
Tustin,d , Esq.
Tupman, Mr.
Taylor, Mr.

Vincent, Dr.

Vansittart, N. Esq.

Vancouver, John, Esq.

Vancouver, Charles, Esq.

Vause, Rev. John

Vernor and Hood, Messrs.
W.

Woronzow, His Excellency Count

Walworth, Le Count de Jenison

Wyndham, the Honorable Mr.

Webster, Sir G.

Winnington Sir Edward

Waring, T. Esq.

Ward, Major

Wyndham, Joseph, Esqg.

Winder, Edward, Esq.

Woodhouseg , Esq.

Walker, John, Esq. 2 Copies.

Whitham, Mrs.

Wilson, 8 , Esq.

Walpole, Thomas, Esq.

Wilmot, John, Esq.

Wynne, Dr.

Wells, W. F. Esq.

Waldron,d , Esq.

Wilbraham, Roger, Esq.

Weshrop, Dr.

Whittingham, T. Esq.

Wildes, T. Esq.

White, Rev. Mr.

Woodford 0 , Esq.

Watts, W. Esq.

Waters, T. Esq.

Wilson, 0 , Esq.

Wilson, § , Esq. Jun.

Walter, Mr.

Whites, Messrs. 2 Copies.

Wilkinson, Mr.

Williamson, Mr. J.

Young, S. Esq.




W
gl

M

: _{{1.“'

*

pes ¥ A5
o et
o TRy



PORTRAIT OF VANTA-ZHIN,
A military Mandarine (oNobleman) of China.

This officer (a colleague of Cheta-zhin, who was a mandariné the civil department) was
appointed by the Emperor to attend the British Embassy the time of its arrival in the gulf of
Petchi-li, till its departure from Canton. Vatazhin was a man of a bold, generous, and amiable
character, and possessed of qualifications eminently suited to his profession, being well skilled in
the use of th bow, and in the management of the sabre. For services performed in the wars of
Thibet, he wore appended from his cap, a peacock's feather, as an extraordinary mark of favour
from his sovereign, besides a red globe of coral which distinguished his markréresented

in his usual, or undress, consisting of a short loose jacket of fine cotton, and an under vest of
embroideredilk; from his girdle hang suspended his handkerchief, his knife and chopstieks
case, and purses for tobacco: on his thuaneswo broad rings of agate, for the purpose of

drawing the bowstring. The heads of the arrows, which are thrust into the quiver, are variously
pointed, as barbed, lozengeaded&c. His boots are of satin, with thick soles of paper: these

are always wm by the mandarines and superior Chinese.

" Quoit-zau, or Chopiks, are used in China instead of forks; they are two round slender sticks of ivory, ebony, &c. and used in the manner of
pincers.
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A PEASANT,
With his Wife and Family.

Smoking tobacco is so universally prevalent in China, that it is not unusual to see girls of only
twelve years of age enjoying this recreation. The Mother is in the afréss northerrprovinces;
the peak on her forehead is of velvet, and adorned with a bead of agate or glass, The hair is
combed back so smooth by the assistance of oil, that it more resembles japan than hair; on the
back of her head is a loop of leathend the whole is kept together by bodkins of ivory or
tortoiseshell. The general dress of this class of people, male or female, is nankeen dyed of
various colours, though blue or black is most commonly worn.

The usual method of carrying infants, by mesheho are employed in any manufacture,
or at any manual labour, as sculling of boéts, is by attaching them to the back in a kind of
bag. Sometimes two children are seen fastened at the shoulders in the same manner. The Father
wears appended from higdje, a tobaccurse, knife case, and his flint and steel, by which the
Chinese light a pipe very expeditiously. The elder Girl has her hair twisted into a hard knob at
the crown, and ornamented with artificiewers; she is prepared for dinner, havingr bowl of
rice by her, and her chopsticks in her hand. The feet of children are prevented from growing
larger, by hard bandages bound strongly round them, the four smaller toes are turned under the
foot, closely compressed, and the great toe formsdime. pn consequence of this extraordinary
custom the feet of adult women seldom exceed five inches and a half; even the peasantry pique
themselves on the smallness of their feet, and take great care to adorn them with embroidered
silk shoes, and bands ftite ankles, while the rest of their habiliments display the most abject
poverty.






A PAGODA (OR TOWER)
Near the Cityof Soutcheou

THESEDbuildings are a striking feature on the face of the country. The Chinese name for them is
Ta; but Europeans hawaproperly denominated them Pagodas, a term used in some Oriental
countries for a temple of religious worship. It seems the Ta of China is not intended for sacred
purposes, but erected occasionally by viceroys or rich mandarines, either for the goatifitat
personal vanity, or with the idea of transmitting a name to posterity; or perhaps built by the
magistracy merely as objects to enrich the landscape.

They are generally built of bricland sometimes cased with peliain, and chiefly consist
of nine,though some have only seven or five stories, each having a gallery, which may be
entered from the windows, and a projecting roof, covered with tiles of a rich yellow colour,
highly glazed, which receive from the sun a splendour equal to burnished gekthAangle of
the roofs a light bell is suspended, which is rung by the force of the wind, and produces a
jingling not altogether unpleasant. These buildings are for the most part octagonal, though some
few are hexagonal, and round. They diminish graglualtircumference from the foundation to
the summit, and have a staircase within, by which they ascend to the upper story. In height they
are generally from an hundred to an hundred and fifty feet, and are situated indiscriminately on
eminences or plaingy oftener in cities. The Print represents one of modern structure. Those of a
more ancient date are in a mutilated state, and the roofs covered with grey tiles, overgrown with
moss, while others have a cornice only instead of the projecting roof.

Vide the print of Lintsin Pagoda in Sir George Staunton's Account of the Chinese
Embassy.



4

i
AREY

*

fon. Publuhil July 20.1797. by & H

R omge Ry,
A e P s

2
o

f ', = ‘TTI'F?. ‘ :‘3'" “B \
T “Ulml!!l. 3 é TR

L. lallmall .



THE TRAVELLING BARGE
Of Vanta-zhin

As travelling in China is generally performed on the water, a prodigious number of Yachts or
Barges of various forms are empldyas well for that purpose, as for the conveyance of
merchandize.

The central apartment, which has an awning over the windows, is occupied by the
proprietor;the fore part of the vessel by his servants, and the aft or stern part is used for culinary
purposes, and sleeping places for the boatmen. Barges of this kind have one large sail of matting,
stretched out by bamboos, running horizontally acitpsise sail may be instantly taken in by
letting go the haulyards, when the sail falls in folds simila tan. When the wind or tide is
unfavourable, these vessels are either tracked along by human labour, or sculled by large oars
which work on pivots at the bows and stern; by means of these oars, which are never taken out of
the water, but simply sculled aand fro, the vessel is impelled onwards with considerable
rapidity. The triple umbrella proclaims a Mandarine of consequence to be on board. The large
lanterns with Chinese characters on them, and the ensign at the stern, are likewise marks of
distinction.
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A CHINESE SOLDIER OF INFANTRY,
Or Tiger of War

The dress ofthe Chinese is generally loggke soldiers of this part of the army, with few
exceptions, are the only natives whose close habit discovers the formation of the limbs.

The general undrm of the Chinese troops is cumbrous aranvenientthis of the
Tiger of War, is much better adapted for military action.

The Missionaries have denominated them Tigers of War, from their dress, which has
some resemblance to that animal; being stripad,having ears on the cap.

They are armed with a scimitar of rude workmanship, and a shield of wicker or-basket
work, so well manufactured, as to resist the heaviest blow from a sword. On it is painted the face
of an imaginary monster, which (like tha@tMedusa) is supposed to possess the power of
petrifying the beholder.

At a distance is seen a Military Post, with the Imperial flag, which is yellow, hoisted near
it.






A GROUP OF TRACKERS
Of the Vessels, at Dinner

When the wind or tide is unfavalle to the progress of the vessels, the sail and oars are laid
aside, and the more general mode of tracking them is adopted. The number of trackers employed,
depends on the size of the vessel, or strength of the current, which often requires the efforts o
twenty men tacounteractthese are kept in full exertion by a taslkaster, who most liberally
applies the whip, where he sees a disposition to idleness.

The chief food of these poor labourersice; and they consider it a luxury, when they
can procue vegetables fried in rancid oil, or animal offal, to mix with it. They are represented
cooking their meal over an earth&tove;the standing figure is employed eating his rice in the
usual way, which is by placing the edge of the bowl against his |gquyemnid with the chopsticks
knocking the contents into his mouth.

They sometimes wear shoes made of straw, but are more frequently without any. The
pien-za, or queue, is often inconvenient to Chirlabeurersto avoid which they twist it round
their heds, and secure it by tucking in its extremity.

The flat boards, with cordage to them, are applied to the breast when dragging the junks,
or vessels.

VIEW OF A BRIDGE,

In the Environof the City of Soutcheou



The Bridges of China are variously abructed. There are many of three arches, some of which
are very light, an@legantothers are simply pyramidal piers, with timbers and flooring laid
horizontally across them.

This arch, which resembles the outline of a horseshoe, occurred very frgguems
route of a part of the Embassy from Haheou to Chusan. Like most of the Chinese bridges, it
is of quick ascent, making an angle of full twenty degrees with the horizon, and is ascended by
steps. The carriage of merchandize by land, is thergfoomsiderablethe rivers and canals
being the high roads of China.

The material of which these bridges are composed, is a species of coarse marble. The
projecting stones and uprights against the surface, are supposed to strengthen or bind the fabric;
and the five circular badges over the arch, contain Chinese characters, which may probably shew
the name of the architect, and date of its erection.

The temporary ornament over the centre of the arch, consisting of upright poles, painted
and adorned withilgen streamers, and suspended lanterns, was erected in compliment to the
Embassador. The six soldiers from an adjacent Military Post, were likewise ordered to stand on
the bridge, by way of salute.






PORTRAIT OF A TRADING SHIP.

These ships venture aa fas Manilla, Japan, and even Batavia, which is the most distant port
theyvisit: and many of them are from eight hundred to a thousand tons burthen. In these voyages
the mariners take the moderate season of the year, and though well acquainted wélothbau
compass, generally keep near the coast.

No alteration has been made in the naval architecture of China for many centuries past.
The Chinese are so averserinavation, and so attached to ancient prejudices, that although
Canton is annually fregented by the ships of various European nations, whose superiority of
construction they must acknowledge, yet they reject any improvement in their vessels.

The stern of this ship falls in viitan angle; other vessels are formed with a cavity, in
which therudder is defended from the violence of fea;yet this contrivance certainly subjects
the ship to much hazard, when running before the wind in high seas.

On each bow is painted an eye, with the pupil turoeddrds; pdraps with the idea of
keeping p some resemblance to a fish: or from a superstitious notion, that the ship may thus see
before her, and avoid danger.

The ports often serve as windows, not many of them being furnished with ordnance.






PORTRAIT OF THE PURVEYOR
For the Embassy, whiklae Embassadaemainedat Macao

The dress of this figure is the same as is generally worn by the citizens, or middle class of people
in China, with variations in the colour; and some difference of form in hats, caps,&mnéis,

The external jackas of sheep skin, ornamented with crescents of the same material,
dyed of another colour, sewed into it at eqliatancesand has a collar of sable, or fox skin.
This surtout is worn on such mornings and evenings as are fresbldnith the day time (i
found inconveniently hot) it is laid aside. Under this is worn a vest of figilkedeneath which
is another of white linen, daffeta;and lastly, a pair of loos#rawersin the summer season
these are of linen or silk, and for the winter, theyliae with fur, or quilted with ravgilk; and
in the northern provinces they are worn, made of skins only.

The cap is composed of a coarse sort of felt, which is very common; and while new, they
have the shape of those worn by the Mandarins, (see ttraiPoir Vanta-zhin), but they soon
become pliant and misshapen, by wear, or when rain has taken the stiffness from them. The
stockings are of nankeen, quilted on the inside with cotton. The shoes are likewise nankeen, with
thick soles made of paper.

From the girdle on the right side, hangs a flint and steel, and knife sheath; on the left,
purses for tobacco, enuff.

The box held in his hand contaissweetmeatsajar of which he entreated the persons of
the Embassy to accept as a token of his regard.

The back ground, is a scene at Macao.




PUNISHMENT OF THE CANGUE

By which name it is commonly known to Europeans, but by the Chinese called the Tcha

being a heavy tablet, or collar of wood, with a hole through the centre, or rather two pieces of
wood hollowed in the middle which inclose the neck (similar to our pillory), there are, likewise,
two other holes, for the hands of the delinquent, who is sometimes so far favoured as to have but
one hanaonfined;by which indulgence he is enabled with thleey to lessen the weight on his
shoulders.

The division in the Cangue which receives the head, is kept together by pegs, and is
further secured by a slip of paper pasted over the joint, on which is affixed the seal, or chop, of
the Mandarin; and the caaisf punishment likewise depicted on it, in large characters.

The weight of these ignominious machines, which are from sixty to two hundred pounds
in weight, and the time criminals are sentenced to endure them, depends on the magnitude of the
offence, baig sometimes extended, without intermission, to the space of one, two, or even three
months;during which time the offender's nights are spent in the prison, and in the morning he is
brought by the magistrates' assistant, led by a chain, to a gatecdy/tloe any place most
frequented ; when the attendant suffers him to rest his burthen against a wall, where he remains
exposed throughout the day to the derision of the populace, without the means of taking food but
by assistance. Nor is the punishmeraraend when the Mandarin has ordered him to be released
from theCanguea certain number of blows from the bamboo, remain taftieted; for which
chastisement, in the most abject manner, with forehead to the earth, he thanks the Mandarin for
his fatherly correction.




SOUTH GATE OF THE CITY OF TIN&HAI,
In the Harbour of Tchisan

The Port of Tchtsan, into which the English were formerly admitted, lies in latitude, thirty
degrees and twenty minutes north, or about midway, on the east coastafligtween Caton
and Peking.

The walls inclosing this city are near thirty feet in height, which (excepting Pagodas,
public buildings&c.) entirely preclude the sight of the houses, which in general have but one
story.

The bricks and tiles of Chinajther from a different quality of the substance that
composes them, or from being dried and burnt in a different manner, are of a bluish, or slate
colour. The embrasures have no artillery, but there areHotgs in the merlons for the use of
archers. @ the walls, and at the entrance of the gate, are tents ashyuesels, where a
sufficient number of soldiers are continually stationed. At an early hour of the night the gates are
shut, after which, no person can be admitted on any pretence whatever.

The angles of the roofs which curve upwards, and project considerably, in Chinese
buildings, most likely have their origin frotants;for a canvas resting on four cords would
receive the same form. The ridges on the angles of the buildings over the gieteoaated with
figures of animals, dragon&c.; and the sides of the building, and extremities of the beams,
painted with various colours. The yellow board over the arch has Chinese characters on it; which
probably signify the name and rank of the citile carriage entering the city, is a vehicle used in
common with sedans, for the conveyance of persons of consequence. The Chinese have not
adopted the use of springs, therefore these machines are little better than a European cart. The
nearest figure shesmthe usual method of carrying light burthens, as vegetablesg&foui§, c.






THREE VESSELS LYING AT ANCHOR
In the Riverof Ning-po.

The middle vessel, with the stern in view, was a trading ship without cargo; in this the peculiar
construction of thetern is exemplified, being hollowed into an indented angle, for the protection
of the rudder, which is lifted out of the water by a rope, to preserve it. The Chinese characters
over therudder, denote the name of the vessel; and the bisected cone thgaststn, is
appropriated to the same use as the qugehkeries of our ships.

The small vessel was hired for the service of the Embassy, and employed in transporting
baggage; the larger vessel conveyed a part of the Embassy frorpd\itggTchusan,where
they embarked on board the Hindostan, for-@sm The prow of this vessel has a singular
appearance, the upper part of the stern terminating in two wings, or horns. The small boat (or
Sampaan, as called by the Chinese) is a nhecessary appendagsets\of this size.
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PORTRAIT OF A LAMA, OR BONZE.

The priesthood of China and Tartary are, since the conquest of the former, become nearly the
same, in respect to manners, dréss.and these are the only people of either nation, who have
the headshaved entirely. Their general habit is a loose robe or gown, with a broad collar of silk
or velvet;the colour of the robe depending on the particular sect or monastery to which they
belong. Some of them wear an ornament resembling a cap, exquisiteghiviowood,&c.

which they affix to the back of the head.

This figure is from one of the Lamas inhabiting the temple calledt&tzo :
which is situated near the Imperial residence atfble in Tartary. These Priests are all
clad in the royal colourellow; their hats have very broad brims, answering the double purpose
of defence from sun and rain, and are neatly manufactunedsfiraw and split bamboo.

The temple Poda-la, which is distatly seen, maintains eight hdred Lamas, devoted to
the worship of the deity Re: to this sect the Emperor is attached, and it is the general religion
of the empire. The form of this edifice square, with lesser buildings in the Chinese style of
architectureadjoining:each side of the large building measures two hundred feet, and is nearly
of the same height, having eleven rows of windows. In the centre of this immense fabric is a
chapel, pofusely decorated and roofed with tiles of solid gold. Within this chapel is the sanctum
sanctorum, containing statues of the idol Fo, with his wife and child.






A CHINESE LADY AND HER SON,
attendecbya Servant

The female sex in China live retirad proportion to their situation in life. The lower orders are
not more domesticated thankurope;but the middle class are not often seen from home, and
ladies of rank scarcely ever. Alterations of dress are never made from caprice or fashion; the
seasorof the year, and disposing the various ornaments, making the only difference. Instead of
linen, the ladies substitute sifletting;over which is worn an under vest and drawers of taffeta;
and, (should the weather require no additional covering,) theyfoathe external garment, a

long robe of silk or satin, richly embroidered. Great care is taken in ornamentinegitithe

hair, after being smoothed with oil and closely twistethraightto the crown of the head, and
fastened with bodkins of goldd silver; across the forehead is a band, from which descends a
peak of velvet, decorated with a diamond or pearl, and artificial flowers are fancifully arranged
on each side of the head. Eargs, and the string of perfumed beads suspended from the
shouber, likewise make up part of the ornaments of dress. The use of cosmetics is well known
among the ladies &@hina;painting the face both white and red, is in common practice with
them:they place a decided red spot on the lower lip, and the eyebrowsoaght by art to be

very narrow, black, and arched.

The small shoes are elegantly wrought, and the contour of the ankles are never seen, by
reason of the loose bandage round them. Boys, till about seven years of age, frequently have two
gueues, encouraddo grow from each side of the head. The servant, as is usual with the lower
class, wears on the wrist a ring of brass or tutenag.






VIEW OF A BURYING-PLACE,
near Hanrtcheoufou.

The tombs and monuments of China exhibit a variety of architecturgyt¢hose of the

common people, which are nothing more than small cones of earth, on the summits of which
they frequently plant dwarf trees. These simple graves are occasionally visited by the family,
who are particularly careful to trim and keep them iatroeder.

The coffins of this country are made of very thick boards, plentifully pitched within, and
varnished without; which makes them durable, and prevents them from emitting putrid
exhalationsthis process being absolutely necessary, where the €offithe lower class often
lie scattered among the tombs, totally uncovered with earth.

The rich spare no expence in having coffins of the most precious wood, which are
frequently provided several years before the death of the persons intending totbeooip
deceased parent is oftentimes preserved in the house by an affectionate family for months, and
evenyears;yet, either from their knowledge of embalming, or from the practice of securing the
joints of the coffin with bitumen, no contagious efflupiaceeds fronit.

The duty of the widow or children is not finished here; even after the corpse is deposited
in the sepulchre ats ancestors, the disconsolate relatives (clad in coarse canvas) still reside with
the body, and continue their lamentatibmssome months. The characters on the monuments,
signify the name and quality of tidefunct;and epitaphs, extolling the virtues of the deceased,
are inscribed on tablets of marble at the entrance of the vaults. The tomb with steps before it, and
anothe, inclosed with cypresses, are common with people of affluence.
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FRONT VIEW OF A BOAT,
passirg over an inclined Plane or Glacis

In the passage from Haoheoufou to Tchusan (which was the route of part of the
Embassy), the face of the country is mountainous; therefore the communication of the canals is
continued by means of this sort of locks, two of which were passed over ttlihaf
November, 1793.

In this subject, the difference of level between the two canals was fidletixn the
higher one, the water was within one foot of the upper edge of the beam over which the boat
passes. The machinery consisted of a double glacis of sloping masonryy withiration of
about forty degrees from the horizon. The boats are drawn over by capstans, two of which are
generally sufficient, though sometimes four or six are required for those of greater burthen; in
this case, there are holes in the ground to vedkiem. When a boat is ready to pass over, the
ropes from the capstans (which have a loop at their extremities) are brought to the stern of the
vesselone loop is then passed through the other, and a billet of wood thrust into the noose, to
prevent theilseparation; the projecting gunwale at the same time keeping the ropes in a proper
situation. This being adjusted, the men heave at the capstans till the boat has passed the
equilibrium, when, by its own gravity, it is launched with great velocity intdadver canal, and
is prevented from shipping too much water, by a strong skreen of asketwhich is placed at
the head.. On the left hand stands a mutilated triumphal arch, and a small temple inclosing an
idol, to which sacrifices are frequently m&dethe preservation of the vessels passing over.

For a plan and section of the above, vide Sir George Staunton's Account4Riatee3
folio volume.



; "';“: P.}“j"'"':}i

.

s

.

- ’”’-"l&,!-‘r

-

-



PORTRAIT OF A SOLDIER,
in his full Uniform

The empire of China has, since the conquest of #ntars, enjoyed uninterrupted tranquillity, if

we except partial insurrection&gc. and in consequence of this long intermission of service, the
Chinese army are become enervated, and want the courage, as well as the discipline, of European
troops;for strict order is so little enforced, that it is not uncommon to see many among them
fanning themselves while standing in the ranks.

The candidates for promotion, in their army, are required not only to give proofs of their
knowledge in military tactics, balhey must likewise exhibit trials of personal strength and
agility, by shooting at the target, exercising the matchlock, sé&lare,

The situation of the soldiery is even envied by the lower classes, as they regularly receive
their pay, though their sengs are seldom required, but occasionally to assist in quelling tumults,
or doing duty at the military posts; thus, for the greater part of their time, they follow their
several occupations, having little else to do than keep their arms and accoutrengaheniorin
good order, ready for the inspection of the officers, should they be suddenly called out to a
review, or any other emergency.

This dress of the troops is clumsy, inconvenient, and inimical to the performance of
military exercises, yet a bati@h thus equipped has, at some distance, a splendid and even
warlike appearance; but on closer inspection these coats of mail are found to be nothing more
than quilted nankeen, enriched with thin plates of metal, surrounded with studs, which gives the
tout-ensemhle very much the appearance of armour.

From the crown of the helmet (which is the only part that is iron] issues a spear, inclosed
with a tassel of dyed hordwir. The characters on the brepktte, denote the corps to which he
belongs;and the bx which is worn inifont, serves to contain heads of arrows, bowstrigs,

&c. The lower part of the bow is inclosed in a sheattase.






A GROUP OF PEASANTRY, WATERMEN, &c.
playing with Dice

The Chinese are so much addicted to gaming, thatatteegeldom without a pack of cards, or a
set of dice. CocHighting is in practice amontipem;and quails are also bred for the same
purpose. They have likewise a large species of grasshopper (or grillae) common in China; a
couple of these are put into adon to fight, while the bgtanders bet sums of money on the
issue of the conflict: these insects assail each other with great animosity, frequently tearing off a
limb by the violence of their attacks. The Chinese dice are marked exactly similar tofthose
Europe;in playing they never use a box, but cast them out of the hand. The laws of the empire
allowing them full power to dispose of their wives and children, instances have happened when
these have been put to the hazard thiraw; and it should be Bntioned, that in all their games,
whether for amusement or avarice, the Chinese are very noisy and quarrelsome. The figure
standing with an instrument of agriculture in his hand, is an husbandman; another sitting figure,
with a small black cap, is a watean, having by him a gong, which is an instrument of semi
metal resembling a pdid; this being struck with the stick lying near it, produces a harsh jarring
sound, which is heard at a considerahttanceone of these is always suspended at the head of
every vessel when tracked along the canals, and struck as occasion requires, by the people on
board, to inform the trackers when to desist hauling, and when to resume their labour. By this
method much confusion is prevented, where the great concouresseis’would be continually
running foul of each other, if not warned by this contrivance.

These gongs have so many various notes, that the trackers know perfectly when the
signal is made from the vessel they are hauling.



VIEW OF A CASTLE,

near theCity of Tiensin.

This castle, or tower, is situated on a point of land at the confluence of three rivers;hbe Pei
the Yunleang, and the Whelo, near the celestial city (Tiesin), which is the chief harbour for
shipping, and principal depot for noliandize throughouwthina;and from whence the various
articles of commerce are circulated, by means of the canals, through the most distant provinces.
This edifice is thirtyfive feet in height, and built with bricks, except the foundation,
which is of $one, and has been undermined, most likely by indundation; the surrounding country
being very low and marshy. A guard of soldiers is constantly stationed here, and, in cases of
tumult or commotion, the centinels give the alarm to the adjacent military, pjroghe daytime
by hoisting a signal, and at night by the explosion of fireworks; on which the neighbouring
garrisons repair to the spot where their services are required.
Within the battlements is a building to shelter centinelduty; one of them ibeating a
gong, to announce to the garrison the approach of a viceroy or mandanik;afh this notice,
they immediately form in a rank, and stand under arms to salute him. Within the parapet a
lantern is suspended, and in the opposite angle the ehptndard iglevatedihe colour of the
tablet, with the inscription on it, likewise shews it to be a royal edifice, In-Niéils account of
the Dutch embassy, which was sent to Pekin in the year 1650, is a print either of this tower, or
one similar o it, which stood on the same site. The hillocks of earth under a clump of trees, seen
in the distance, are buryingaces.






A SEA VESSEL UNDER SAIL.

Ships of this construction are employed by the merchants, in conveying the produce of the
several proinces to the different ports of the empire.

The hold for the stowage of the various commodities, is divided into several partitions,
which are so well caulked, with a composition called-chm, as to be watgroof; by this
contrivance, in the event ofi@ak, the greater part of the cargo is preserved from injury, and the
danger of foundering considerably removed.

The main and foresails are of matting, strongly interwoven, and extended by spars of
bamboo running horizontally acraggem;the mizen andopsails are nankeen, the latter of which
is (contrary to the European method) never hoisted higher than is seen in the drawing. The sails
are braced up or eased off, by means of ropes attached to the extremities of the spars in the sails,
which are known ¥ the name of a crowfoot; and thus the ship is tacked with very little trouble.

The prow, or head is, as usual with Chinese vessels, witemtthey are likewise
without keel, and consequently make considerable leeway. The two anchors are made of a
porderous wood, called by the Chinese-tyeu, or iron wood, the several parts of which are
strongly lashed and bolted together, and pointed with iron, though sometimes they carry large
grapnels of four shanks. The arched roof of matting is the cabin, it Wigcseamen sleefc.
and the bamboo spars on the quarter, are conveniently carried in that situation for the uses of the
ship.

The several flags and ensigns are characteristic of the taste of the Chinese.






PORTRAIT OF CHOWTA-ZHIN,
in his Dress ofCeremony

Chowta-zhin, a Qian , or Mandarinholding a civil employment in the state, was, with Van
ta-zhin, entrusted by the Emperor with the care of the British Embassy during its residence in
China. He was a man of grave deportment, strict integnitgt,sound judgment, as well as of
greaterudition;having been preceptor to a part of the Imperial family.

His external honours were the customary distinction of a blue ball @apjsom which
wassuspended peacock's feather, being a mark of adddi rank.

He is attired in his full court dress, being a loose gown of silk or satin, covering an under
vest richly embroidered in silk of the most viadlours;the square badge on his breast, and its
exact counterpart on the back, is also of rich emdery, and contains the figure of an imaginary
bird, which denotes the wearer to be a Mandarin of letters, in like manner as a tiger on the badge
would shew the person to be in a militagpacity.The beads worn round the neck are
occasionally of corakgate, or of perfumed wood, exquisitely carved, as affluence or fancy may
dictate.

In his hand he holds a paper relative to the Embassy.




A CHINESE PORTER, OR CARRIER.

When the wind is favourable, and where the level face atdgbatrywill admit, the Chinese
sometimes hoist this simple kind of sail to lessen the exertion of the driver; when the wind is
adverse, the sail is laid aside, and another labourer employed to assist in pulling the machine, by
means of a rope placed across his shoulders.

The carriage contains, amondp@t articles, some vegetables, a basket of fruit, a box of
tea, loose bamboos, and a jar of wine, the stopper of which is covered with clayettt gev
air injuring the liquoy on the side are placed his hat, and somedamehts for keeping the
machine in order.

This contrivance is thus described by Milton, in his Paradise Lost, Book Ill. line&&437,

i B unthis way lights, on the barren plains
fiOf Sericana, where Chineses drive,
i Wi dails and wind, their cany waggs light."

THE HABITATION OF A MANDARIN.

The house of a Mandarin is generally distinguished by two large poles erected befate ihe
the daytime flags are displayed on these poles as ensigns of his dignity, and during the night
painted lanthms are suspended on them.

The superior Chinese choose to live in great privacy, their habitations therefore are
generally surrounded byvaall; their houses seldom exceed one story in height, though there are



some few exceptions, as in the residencé®BEmbassy at Pekin, where one of the many
edifices of that palace had apartments above the ground floor, and was occupied by the
Secretary of Embassy.

The several rooms of a Chinese house are without ceilings, so that the timbers supporting
the roof areexposed. The common articles of furniture are, frames covered with silk of various
colours, adorned with moral sentences, written in characters of gold, which are hung in the
compartmentson their tables are displayed curious dwarf trees, branchestef aggold and
silver fish, all which are placed in handsome vessels of porcelain.

A MANDARIN'S TRAVELLING BOAT.

Mandarins, who are employed in travelling from place to place on the public service, keep
barges for that purpose, as carriages areikepngland.

They are generally ornamented kimding and varnishing the paels and mouldings
with various devices&c. At night, or during rain, the part occupied by the Mandarin is inclosed
by shutters, and the light is then received through lattioe®red with laminae of oyster shells.

The gunwale of these barges (as with most Chinese vessels) is sufficiently broad for the
watermeng&c. to pass from stem to stern, without inconvenience to passengers in the principal
apartments.

The Mandarin is s attended by soldiers and servants, who are bringing his dinner; the
double umbrella, or ensign of his authority, is conspicuously placed to demand respect; the flag
and board at the stern, with Chinese characters on them, exhibit his rank and emplingsent
insignia of power also serve as a signal for other vessels to make clear passage for him, in



consequence of which, such boats are seldom obstructed in their progress through the immense
number of vessels constantly employed on the canals. Therrobatey vessel who, by
mismanagement, or even accident, should impede these officers in the exercise of their duty,
would most likely receive the instant punishment of a certain number of blows from the bamboo,
at the discretion of thielandarin






A STANDARD BEARER.

Early in the morning of the 30th of September, 1793, the Embassador and suite proceeded on
their journey northward, to pay the customary compliment of meeting the Emperor, who was
then returning from his summer residence in Tartary, todiecp at Pekin; on this occasion,
each side of the road was lined, as far as the eye could reach, with mandarines, &aldiers,
bearing banners, large silk triple umbrellas, and other insignia of Chinese royalty. The Print
represents a soldier employedomaring a standard, or gilt board, on which are depicted
characters, which probably display some title of the Emperor.

His dress is nankeen cottamhich is tied round the waist, with the imperial or yellow
girdle, and his legs are cregarteredhis hd is straw, neatly woven, and fastened undecttie;
the crown is covered with a fringe of red silk, converging from the centre, where a feather is
placed.

His sword, as is customary with the Chinese, is worn with the hilt behind.

A SACRIFICE AT THE TEMPLE.

The Chinese have no regular sabbath, or fixed time for worshipping the Deity in congregation.
Their temples being constantly open, are visited by the supplicants on every important
undertaking, such as an intended marriage, the commencemdangfjaurney, building a
house&c.



The figure on the right hand is anxiously watching the fall of tallies, which he is shaking
in a joint ofbamboothese are severally marked with certain characters, and as they fall, the
characters are inserted by thréest in the book of fate. After the ceremony, the priest
communicates to the votary the success of his prayers, which has been thus determined by lot.

The priesthood always shave the head entirely, and wear a loose dress of silk or nankeen,
the colourof which is characteristic of their particular sect.

The figure kneeling before the sacred urn, in which perfumed matches are burning, is
about to perform a sacrifice. On these occasions round pieces of gilt and silvered paper are burnt
in tripods for thapurpose, and at the same time quantities of crackers are discharged.

Behind the figures are seen two hideous idols. These statues are usually arranged against
the walls of the temple, inclosed within a railing.

A MILITARY STATION.

Along the cana and public roads of China, great numbers of military posts are erected, at which
eight or ten soldiers are generally stationed.

Adjacent to each of these stands a toak house, commanding an extengivespect;
and adjoining are placed five cones tgpered brick work, out of which certain combustibles
are said to be fired in times of alarm from invasion or insurrection. In front of the building is a
simple triumphal entrance, on which is an inscription suitable to the place. Near this the imperial
ensign iselevatedand on the left of the house is a frame of wood, in which are deposited
differentarms, as pikes, matchlocks, bo&s..



The vessel passing by with a double umbrella, contains some mandarin of distinction,
who is saluted by the firing dhree petardsand by the guard, who are drawn out in a rank.

A FISHING BOAT.

This Print illustrates a contrivance of the Chinese fishermen for raising their nets: the frame work
is composed of that most useful plant the bamboo, which, unitiexggskr with lightness, is
made use of on almost every occasion. When the weight of a man at the extremity of the lever is
insufficient to lift a large draught dish, he is assisted by a companion, as irré¢ipeesentation;
the rest of the company are eangéd at dinner, steering§c. protected from the sun and weather
by a rude covering ahats:the boat is also provided with grapnels, and a lantern to prevent
accidents at night. The distance is a view of the lakey@ag. On the left hand, near the
bencles, are some mounds of earth, which occur occasionally for severatogaéiserihe
purpose generally assigned to them is the repairing any accidental breach of the canal, with all
possible expedition.

Another mode of fishing, often practised by theréke, is by means of a species of
pelican, called the Letze . See the Account of the British Embassy, by Sir George
Staunton, Vol. II. p. 388.

" The Chinese, on these occasions, never use more than three guns, which are always fired perpendicularly, to prexrest accid






A CHINESE COMEDIAN.

Theatrical exhibitions form one of the chief amusements oftheesefor though no public

theatre is licensed by the government, yet evergddan of rank has a stage erected in his

house, for the performance of dramas, and his visitors are generally entertained by actors hired
for the purpose.

On occasions of public rejoicing, as the commencement of a new year, thaayiidh
the Emperorand other festivals, plays are openly performed in the streets, throughout the day,
and the strolling players rewarded by the voluntary contributions of the spectators.

While the Embassador and his suite were at Canton, theatrical representations were
regularly exhibited at dinner time, for their diversion. This character, which the Interpreter
explained to be an enraged military officer, was, sketched from an actor performing his part
before the embassy, December 19, 1793

These entertainments are accamied by music: during thgerformancef which,
sudden bursts, from the harshest wind instruments, and the sonorous gong, frequently stun the
ears of the audience.

Females are not allowed to perform: their characters are therefore sustagueulitlys;
who, having their feet closely bandaged, are not easily distinguished from women.

The dresses worn by players, are those of ancient times.






A GROUP OF CHINESE,
Habitedfor Rainy Weather

During the rainy seasons, the natives of China wear an extirasslwell calculated to keep
them dry, and prevent, in a great measure, disgases as arise from exposure to wet.

Watermen, peasantry, and others, employed in the open airn@mligeprovided with a
coat made of straw, from which the raimsoff, as from the feathers of an aqudtiad: in
addition to this, thegometimes wear a cloak, formed of the stalks of-kang (millet), which
completely covers the shoulders; and a broad hat, composed o#astiasplit bamboo, which
defendshem both from sun and rain.@hinese thus equipped (as in the standing figure,) may
certainly defy théneaviest showers.

The soldier, under an umbrella of oiled canvas, wears his undoesssting of a jacket
of black nankeen, bordered with redhbel him is his child, to whom he is likewise affording
shelter.

The figure smoaking, is habited in a large coat of skin, with thedraivpol, remaining
on it: sometimes the coat is turned, and the adg worn inwards.






